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WHY DO | WEAR PATRIOTIC SCRUBS?
Perrin Burchlield works in Health Information Services at Jel Anderson Regional Medical
Canter in Maridian, Her huskband, 591 Chris Burchliald, 12 a membar of the Missizsippi Army
Maticnal Guard's 150t Combat Engineer Batlalion at Key Field, He works in radio and
telephone communications, “l wear patriotic scrubs because my husband, Chrig, 1S in lrag —
and that is how | show iy support avery day,” Perrin said, “"Chris was deployed 1o Camp
Shelby Aug. 2B and laft for Irag the Tirst week of January 2005, | am very proud of him and
wish Chris and all the other soldiers safety in lrag."
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These people subwiitted “Bragging Rights”
stories about the stondard o care procided by
tive staf of Riley Hospital in Meridian.

“I weanted to take this opportanity to tell
o alrout My recent siay at Hi.ll.:].' ”mt]:li.LE].
Ewveryone we came in

Bragaing rights

contact with was naot
anly highly
professional, hut also
colrteous and
1'1{1I'L:|11L:1}'
COMPASSnnae.

“Throughout the
entire hospltalization
process, lal workup,
admissions, surgery and
POS-SUIZEry NUrsing,
my care was excellent. |
eapecially want 1o thank
the nursing staff of the
WomanCare Birth Place
for their caring hearis
amd Kindneas.

I wculd lke to pedot ot in particular the
5 South evening stalf, Judy Harrison and
athera.

“From the moment T rolled into their area,
[ and my family were treated by a special ki
of caring ladies wha are abviously dedicated

Huarrigon

o Ehedr |'|:'l:a-|'|:ﬁﬂi.un — il Lo Uhie JElg i Wiy oof
exceptional care at Riley Hospital.
“They were always by my bedside to
cater to my every need. They often
accomm odated the necds of my hushand,
too, by biringing him coffes in the morning.
“Before dolng anvihing to me, Judy and
her staff were very careful to explain the
details of all procedures o my husband. |
cannol offer |:|:'|u|.|.R'|'| pl'ﬁ.lm: for these waomen
and the service they provided us.™

Myrna DeBruyvae, Meridian

“T want to brag on Tiny Cole, a patlent care
technician in the Rehaly Unit at Biley Hospital
because ahe ig an exeellent worker, willing to
do more than assigned. She is highly
respected by her peers and co-workers.

“Patients lowe her. They often ask for her
'hj' name. She 1:|$ua'|'|].l' exceeds her cus-
tomers' expectations, She demonstrates
cormpassion and love for all human belngs.
She often spends extrea time with the elderly
patients. She makes them feel like they are
the only persoen in the world, She helps tarn
a frown Tnto a smile.”

Bedty Young, registered nurse
and nurse manager

Many ‘military’ missions
in Iraq are humanitarian

%

We conducted numerous missions
to assist the civilian population —
including restoring water
to a local village ...

First Lt Kerin W, Pasey of
Meridian is a member of the
Mississippi Arwmy National
fenard s 223rd Engineer
Battalion, Company O, oui af
Cirarleston, Miss. He and his
wife, fwlie, have three
children, 1h-year-old
Stephen, Li-vear-old Nina
and Il-year-old Tyler The
Samily attends Brigrweed
Baptist Charch.

Kevin is also the
eperational support afficer
Jor the Regional Cownferdrug
Training Academy af Maval
Mir Siaficn Meridian,

He says the naticnal news
mediag spend toe mwch tine
ou the bad news abeut frag,
and mat sueugh on
Rumaritorian efforts —
projects as simple bt vitel o5
Sighting hwnger and restoring
clean supplies of drinking
water

By Kevin W. Posey
special to The Star

Like many of ws, [ have
been overwhelmed by the
news media™s coverage of the
war  on terrorism.  The
majority of the news coverage
reflects the negative aspects
= gnch as the numerous ters
rorist attacks and ULS, casu-
altbes Felated o these attacks,

Like any other war, caswil-
Pies are inevitable, However,
as a nation, we must weigh
Che grood with the bad,

Unfortunately, there is not
as muech eoverape of the pos
itive aspects of the war on fers
rorigm as there are on the
negiative ones. [ would like to
take 3 moment to share some
of the pesitive achievemenis
that | experienced while
deployed to Tra,

In April 2003, 1 was
deployed in support of Opers
aticn [ragi Freedom as part
of & Matienal Guard combat
engineer battalicn. Char initial
mission  was (o support
combal eperations as part of
Lhe 4th Infantry Division.

Cnce coalition forces were
established in Irag, we began
conducting humanitarian
misslons concurrently with
combat support missions.

We conducted numerous
missions o assist the civilian
population —  including

restoring water to a local vil-
lage and hiring lo¢al contrac-
tora to repalr schools in three
different ¥illages in the Tikrit
area. We also sponsored a
gchool supply drive, during
which we took donations of
school supplies and clothes
for [ragl children from the
American puklic and distrib-
uted them dfo the local
srhools.

When we first arrived In
Irag, the civilians {rom this
poverty-atricken country were
elated to see coalition forces.
Throughout our deployrent,
wie were constantly thanked
for thelr liberation.

Hearing them speak of the
atracities they endured under
Saddam Hussein's reign was

1st Lt Kevin Posey

truly heartbreaking. There
were endless stories of family
members being tortured or
executed, as well as large-
scale starvation throwghout
the country. The wast
majority of the country had
heen without running water
or  electricity  for several
years.

[t is true that we have lost
loved ones in this war on ter-
rarism and our soldiers are
enduring hardships associated
with these long deployments.

But, rest assured, the Iragi
population will always be
grateful for our nation's sac-
rifice. For we have given
them what we have always
taken for granted, democracy
and freedom.



